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Abandoned Uranium Mines - 
Sections 32 and 33 Mines 

T he U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US 
EPA) Region 9 is working to protect the residents of 

Casamero Lake Chapter by cleaning up leftover mine waste 
from past uranium mining operations.

Uranium mining operations occurred throughout the 
Navajo Nation from the 1940s to the 1980s. The Cobb 
Nuclear Company operated uranium mines in the 
Casamero Lake Chapter area and uranium ore was mined 
and taken out of the area. Now US EPA is looking at two 
mines called the Section 32 and Section 33 mines. 

Contact Us
For specific questions about the Sections 32 and 33 Mines, please contact: 

At the Section 32 mine, there is an unfenced deep 
mineshaft at the southeast portion of the site. At the 
Section 33 mine, there are mining waste piles that contain 
some leftover uranium ore. 

The leftover uranium ore has more radiation than the 
surrounding area and people should avoid touching it or 
walking near the mines.

The USEPA Region 9 Superfund Emergency Response 
Section will conduct a preliminary assessment of 
uranium ore and mining waste at the two mines. We 
will share this information and talk with the community 
about cleanup options.

United States EPA

Grace Ma
Community Involvement 
Coordinator
(800) 231-3075
415-947-4212
ma.grace@epa.gov 

Navajo Nation EPA

Eugene Esplain
Health Physicist
(928) 871-7331 
e.esplain@yahoo.com

Randy Nattis
On-Scene Coordinator
(415) 972-3053
nattis.randy@epa.gov
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